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The Americsn ltiinor Breeds Conservoncy
3ox {77 o Pi&sboro, North Corotrins Zn3I2

Telephone 919-il2'5VO4

Dear Breeder of Red tsattS.e llogs:

An infornnal r*attle hag breeders uneeting r{as he}d in conjunction
*rith the American Flinor Breeds Conserctancy annual ureeting and
conference on September 28 in Wichita' Kansas-

Mr, I{enE}ar ex;:lained the history of his pigs and establ-ishment
of the Uenglar- registry. 5t was agreed that a uniform ear marking
system should be adopted in order to nu.rnber registered pigs and ensure
that their identity could be clearly demonstrated as an insurarrce
for breeders and buyers aLike. It was aLso sugrEested that the
pedigree informat5-on generated by the lfenglar and other regist,ries
Le eiamined and developed into either a compleLe herd book, or at
least into charts to show the range and developrnent of blood
lines sithin the breed.

Elizabettr Heason, Froject Director for AHBC, ttas already done
this for a nrunher of breeds and demonstrated hor usefu3. iL can
be to trace 1evels of inbreeding and help breeders to select
ner boar6 or additj.onal sows for their herds, while guarding
against the Loss of strains or b"l.oodlines rrithin the breed.

She offered, thrnugh AI-{tsC, to do Lhe same for Red l*attlers" }1r'
and FIrs. I{eng}ar expressed their interest in tfiis project which
it ryas hoped could he f,olLor*ed up and made available to the
breeders.

It was agreed that with the rapid dissend-nation of stock from Hr.
trfenglar and other breeders r it r*ould be a Eood idea to form some
kind of breeders' association in conjunction rritfi the registrj-es
whieh csuld supply lists of registered breeders, pigs for sale
and possibly even a ne*s sheet. This would enable breede:rs to
keep i"n touch l*ith each other, exchange stock and promote the
breed. Onse again. AMBC of,fered bel-p r*ith staff anrd expertise
in eEtablishing such a sysLem"

The breed characteristi"cs' Erorrth rates and dieease resistance
were discussed. Sorne actual figures were presenLed but j.L rae
agreed that in order to better understand and promote the
brEed, verifiable growth rate and heaLth data should be collected
and made a"uailable to the asspciation.

Ae a red rattle or waddle piE hreeder, you are i.nvi-ted to comrnent
on these euggestisrls so that ue can work rrith the reg5.etration
organizers to develop a system to he]-p yorr, the breeders n to ensurethe survival of thj.s fascj-nating breeh,-
I eneLose- a queetionnaire rhich you $ay rrish to u6e and wiLl. helpus to gather the infoilration. I lootrc fort*ard to heari.ng from
you.

Your8,


